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SPECIALISTS IN THE ART OF TRAVEL

OUTDOOR ESCAPES

When you're ready to go, look to a Virtuoso travel advisor for inspiration
and practical advice on navigating travel’s landscape now.

For close-to-home getaways or far-flung trips of a lifetime, Virtuoso advisors are your
resource for the insight you need to plan a safe, successful, and unforgettable holiday.
Their expertise and access to Virtuoso's network of the world's best travel brands, perks,
and experiences mean your most memorable trips are yet to come.

Connect with an advisor at virtuoso.com.

THE WORLD’S TOP TRAVEL AGENCIES AND ADVISORS ARE VIRTUOSO.
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VIKING

Cruise with Viking and explore
the world in serene Scandinavian
comfort, on modern spacious ships

with only 930 guests. With the 1he ultimate Scandinavian experience

added comfort of industry leading

health and safety protocols, this BA LT I C E W E L S &
ultimate Nordic itinerary will

give you peace of mind in this

e g ofcuing,whether THE MIDNIGHT SUN

be your first time or the next.

10 COUNTRIES | 29 DAYS | 19 GUIDED TOURS

Explore hidden gems, magnificent
fjords, legendary cities and the
historic shores for which Norway
and The Baltic region are renowned
and to which people return year
after year. Simply unpack once and
settle in, with privileged access to
numerous sights and attractions,
world class dining choices, award
winning service, and a unique

on board enrichment program.
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Qvernightin Port o

‘i BALTIC JEWELS & THE MIDNIGHT SUN

STOCKHOLM - LONDON or vice versa
SET SAIL JUN 2022; JUL 2023

From $18,695pp in Veranda stateroom
From $23,295pp in Penthouse Veranda
DEPOSIT ONLY $500 PER PERSON

ENJOY, IT'S ALL INCLUDED 00K N,

PRIVATE VERANDA STATEROOM | NORDIC SPA FACILITIES | SHORE EXCURSIONS | CHOICE OF 8 DINING OPTIONS [NIy@s s
WINE & BEER SERVED WITH LUNCH & DINNER | 24 HOUR ROOM SERVICE | WI-FI & GRATUITIES CUARANTEE

NEWEST SMALL SHIP FLEET | INDUSTRY-LEADING HEALTH & SAFETY PROGRAM

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO ADVISOR %
TO BEGIN YOUR VIKING JOURNEY VIRTUOSO

PREFERRED

*Conditions apply. Prices are per person, in Australian dollars, based on double occupancy, subject to availability, includes all advertised discounts and correct at time of printing. Baltic Jewels & the Midnight Sun based on
22 July 2023 departure. Offers are valid on new bookings made between 1 May 2021 and 30 June 2021 unless sold out prior. For full terms and conditions visit vikingcruises.com.au.
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Suitelike comforts and wild settings:
These well-appointed tents call
campers of all adventure levels to
lace up boots in the great outdoors.
BY ELAINE GLUSAC

34 IN THE FIELD

Eight adventurers share their
thoughts on why it's important to
get outside and what we can learn
from nature.

BY KIM BROWN SEELY

ﬁ DESERT OF PLENTY

From snowy High Atlas peaks and
windswept Sahara dunes to crash-
ing Atlantic surf, Morocco goes
big on adventure.

BY ALAN KEOHANE

Spotlighton
Australia

ﬂ DOMESTIC BLISS

There's a world of great escapes
worth exploring inside Australia.
Here, a little inspiration for your
next close-to-home getaway.

BY ALEXANDRA CARLTON

Covid-19 has changed the way
we travel. We hope this issue
inspires you to plan for future
adventures and serves as a
reminder that Virtuoso advisors
stay up to date on current re-
strictions and health and safety
protocols you'll encounter when
you're ready and able to travel.

On the Cover
MOMENT OF REFLECTION: A lake forms after a rare downpour in Morocco's Erg Chebbi dunes.
PHOTOGRAPHY BY ALAN KEOHANE
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EDITOR'S NOTE
JUST BACK

A wild and scenic walking tour
in Tasmania.

PASSPORT

Classic rail travel gets a new
route, big-name chefs gear up
for a Dubai hotel opening, and
cruising news.

SUSTAINABLE TRAVEL

An Antarctic upgrade and
preserving heritage in Japan.

CONSCIOUS COMEBACK

The Great Rebounding
Kangaroo Island’s landscape,
flora, and fauna are rising from
the ashes of 2020’s bushfires.

CRUISING

Bring the Crew
Expert tips for your best family
cruise, once travel resumes.

IN MY BAG

My Travel Essentials
Celebrated hotel designer
Bill Bensley treads lightly and
brings his backpack.

GALLERY

Wild Thing

Malika Favre's natural style,
in black and white.
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Editor’s Note

Choose Your Adventure

HAVE A SET OF COCKTAIL NAPKINS THAT
say, “I'm outdoorsy in that I like drinking
wine on patios” - which pretty much sums
up my attitude towards adventure. I'm
typically more of alounge-around-the-pool kind
of traveller, but after a year of being cooped up,
my definition of adventure has morphed: The
notion of just getting back out there, anywhere,
promises its own kind of adrenaline rush.

As Covid vaccinations roll out, the option
to travel is transforming into reality for more
people - and the Virtuoso Life staff couldn’t
be more excited. In anticipation, we’ve put
together some ideas and inspiration for your
next big outing, fromaroundup of tented camp
stays (glamping, Virtuoso-style) to a pho-
tographic visit to Morocco, interviews with
travel insiders on the importance of connect-
ing with nature, and more. Even if you prefer
your holidays with air conditioning, there’s
something for everyone in this issue, includ-
ing a look at Kangaroo Island’s post-bushfire
renewal and a wide-ranging collection of great
Australian getaways.

4 VIRTUOSO LIFE

With every issue
we create, even our
well-travelled team
learns a thing or two
about the world. Here
are a few fun finds
from thisissue:

e That reflection in
the cover image isn’t
a mirage - it’s from
a temporary lake
formed after a rain-
fall in Morocco’s Erg
Chebbi dunes (“Desert of Plenty,” page 44).

e Hotel designer Bill Bensley has a great way
to use those souvenir patches my kids always
bring home but leave forgotten in a drawer (“My
Travel Essentials,” page 25).

e Mexico’s Copper Canyon has more than four
times the volume of the Grand Canyon (“In the
Field,” page34).

e S3o Tomé and Principe isn’t on the
continent you might think (“Pitched Perfect,”

page 28).

Phone Dk

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR &
VICE PRESIDENT, CONTENT
esrnka@virtuoso.com

(ELAINE SRNKA) KORENA BOLDING SINNETT
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Just Back

Tasmanian Trek

Walking in Maria Island National Park and more.

MELBOURNE-BASED VIRTUOSO AGEN-
cy owner Melanie Ford recently spent five
days exploring Tasmania, mostly on foot.
Here, a few of her highlights.

GO NOW While the international borders are
shut, it's a perfect time for Australians to
learn more about our fabulous country,
which is full of magnificent places to visit.
And our Aboriginal culture is something
we all should learn more about.

RETURN TO TASSIE My first visit to Tasmania
was more than 20 years ago — it was one
of my first travel work trips. | had forgot-
ten how beautiful Hobart is, especially
when you drive over the Tasman Bridge
with the harbour below and Mount Wel-
lington in the distance.

HOBART STAY | was looking forward to stay-
ing at the Hotel Islington, a beautifully
restored mansion overlooking Hobart. |
had been told that their service and beds
are amazing. That wasn't a lie!

MARKET TIME At Hobart's Salamanca
Market, open on Saturdays, everything
sold is locally grown or made. | enjoyed
tasting all the gins, vodkas, and whiskies.
The local apples looked unappetising
but tasted delicious — and the fudge
was addictive.

ART IMMERSION Even getting to MONA (Mu-
seum of Old and New Art) was fabulous —
we arrived on their high-speed catama-
ran, seated in the Posh Pit private lounge,
sipping bubbles and eating canapés. The
museum itself is eclectic — I'm dying to
go back. | loved the cabernet sauvignon
at their on-site Moorilla Estate Winery,
and dinner at their Faro Bar & Restau-
rant, with the totally bizarre band and

the light exhibitions that felt like a scene
from Willy Wonka.

WILD ISLAND All | knew about Maria Island
was what | had seen in pictures: wombats
and white beaches. | am not known as an
avid walker but was keen to find out why
people “walk” on their holidays. Maria

6 VIRTUOSO LIFE

Island National Park is approximately 90
minutes from Hobart. After a transfer to
Triabunna, a private boat takes you to
the starting point of the four-day trek.

EASY ADVENTURE Our trip was portered, so
we just carried our day packs; our duffle
bags were transferred to each overnight
stop, of which two were glamping camps
(with hot showers). We spent the final
night in a renovated original house.
Walking was at your own pace, on paths
or beaches, with a few uphills.

ANIMAL KINGDOM The wildlife-spotting was
magnificent: plenty of kangaroos, wom-
bats, birds, and a friendly snake. The
resident huntsman spider that lived in a
tent had to be escorted out at bedtime.

BLUE HEAVEN The ocean looked like the Mal-
dives. The greens and blues stood out

against the white sand. (The tempera-
ture, however, was definitely different.)

BRISK SWIMS The brave ones among us
swam while the rest of us drank wine and
listened to the swimmers scream as they
entered the water.

PACKING LIST Take excellent walking boots
that have been worn before and are worn
in; your feet will thank you for it. Bring
layers: Our days started with thermals
and finished with T-shirts and shorts.
You'll also need proper walking socks,

a moderate level of fitness (think walking
your neighbourhood with your boots on),
and a sense of adventure.

THE VERDICT Even though I'm not a walker, |
loved this trip and would do another walk
(with better boots). You get a sense of
winning when you finish — or of relief. VL

(CANAPES) MONA/ADAM GIBSON, (GROUP PHOTO) MELANIE FORD

(MARIA ISLAND WALK) TOURISM AUSTRALIA,



er Journey takes place aboard our business class
Everything is considered and included.

. PRIVATE
JET

Sydney - Flinders Island ~ Hobart - King Island — Kangaroo Island — Sydney

Explore Hobart and surrounds in depth, including Bruny Island
Indulge in supreme food and wine experiences
Encounter Kangaroo Island's wild scenery and prolific wildlife

’

i ¥ :
BREST. e 111994 @
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CAPTAIN? CHOICE e

Discover our new collection of Australian & New Zealand Journeys by Private Aircraft

For full terms and conditions, see captainschoice.com.au/conditions.




Your World. Your Way.®

TROPICS 2 EXOTICS

2022 — 2023 COLLECTION

FREE Pre-Paid Gratuities

"O L .f plus choose one:
1 (& FREE Shore Excursions

CHOICE" | FREE Beverage Package
FREE Shipboard Credit

INCLUSIVE AMENITIES

FREE Internet
FREE Speciality Restaurants

FREE Room Service 24 Hours a Day
FREE Shuttles from Port to City Centre
FREE Fitness Classes

FREE Still & Sparkling Vero Water
FREE Soft Drinks & Speciality Coffees
FREE Launderette

AUSSIE ADVENTURE

SYDNEY 70 SYDNEY | 35 days
12 Dec 2022 — REGATTA

PATAGONIA & GLACIERS

BUENOS AIRES 10 SANTIAGO DE CHILE | 20 days
18 Jan & 7 Feb* 2023 — MARINA

TAHITIAN LEGENDS

PAPEETE 10 PAPEETE | 10 days
17 & 27 Mar, 6 Apr 2023 — RECATTA

- Komodo Nuku Hiva
Bali Thursday Island Santiago de Chile Buenos Aires

Darwin Cairns — Punta del Este
BOTIE Townsville Puerto Montt Montevideo
Puerto Chacabuco —AY. Puerto Madryn
i Strait of
Geraldton BRI Laguna San Rafael M;;;”‘;n
Perth Adelaide’ 0™ S——— “Port Stanley
Busselton Sydney st
Burnie =
J Drake Passage Admiralty Bay
Phillip Island ¥ Port Arthur e
Hobart v Half Moon Island Papeete

Faresirom  AU$10,930" per cuest Fares from AU$8,320" rer cuest Fares from AU$4,150" pr cuest

+Reverse itinerary, port order and times vary.

*Fare shown reflects 17 & 27 Mar 2023 voyages.
*Fare shown reflects 7 Feb 2023 voyage.

VIRTUOSO VOYAGES BENEFITS INCLUDE:

= Virtuoso Host = Welcome Reception = Virtuoso Voyages Shore Experience
OR Private car and Driver in port (on select sailings), OR Shipboard Credit

VIRTUOSO ple VIRTU VIRTUOSO .
% @ Best Culinary Experience - % Best Culinary Experience - V IRTU 0SO.

Cruise

Cruise

S WINNER ‘ 2019 WINNER

ENHANCED CRUISE EXPERIENCES

PREFERRED

ASK YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR FOR A COPY OF OUR LATEST BROCHURE

TERMS & CONDITIONS*Fares and itineraries are accurate at time of publication and are subject to change or withdrawal. Fares shown are for Inside Stateroom and Deluxe Ocean View categories and are valid for sale until 30 June 2021, unless sold out prior and include any/all
savings/upgrades. Airfares are additional. Cruise fares are per person, twin share in AUD and include all taxes, port fees and onboard gratuities. A Cruise Ship Fuel Surcharge may apply and, if applicable, is additional revenue to Oceania Cruises. OLife Choice offers are valid until
30 June 2021. Guests in the same stateroom must choose the same OLife Choice amenity and amenity must be chosen by final payment. Free Shore Excursions vary by voyage and exclude Oceania Select, Oceania Exclusive, Executive Collection, Food & Wine Trails, Wellness Discovery
Tours by Aquamar, Go Local, and Culinary Discovery Tours. Free Beverage Package amenity includes unlimited house wines, champagnes, and beers at lunch and dinner. Free Shipboard Credits are USD per stateroom, based on double occupancy and cannot be redeemed for cash
or used for further discount off cruise fare, may be used for onboard services only and any unused credit will be forfeited at the end of the cruise. Free Internet is one login per stateroom and is subject to time and data limitations. Fares are valid only for residents of, and booking
through travel agents located in Australia, or through the Australia contact centre and are valid for new bookings only. For Best Price Guarantee details, applicability and conditions, please visit OceaniaCruises.com/assurance. The privacy and protection of personal data is very
important to us, and we collect, use, share and secure that data as described in our privacy policy, which is available on our website at Oceaniacruises.com/legal/privacy policy. For full terms & conditions that apply, please visit OceaniaCruises.com. All rights reserved. Oceania
Cruises is not ible for t) hical errors or omissions. Ships’ Registry: Marshall Islands. NCL Australia Pty Ltd ABN 8060 7578 781.
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PASSPORT> £

Pasadur, Croatia, on
the Dalmatian Coast’s
Lastovo Island.

Adventure On

As we emerge from the pandemic, how to responsibly resume travel — from a health and safety standpoint and with an eye
towards its impact on destinations — is on many people’s minds. One solution: small-group-tour leader Intrepid Travel's new
slate of high-end itineraries, which debuts next January. Capped at 16 travellers per group, the journeys feature real moments to
connect with locals — dinner with a Zoroastrian family in Iran or a wildlife ranger in Uganda, cooking lessons in Sri Lanka and
Morocco, a private museum tour and classical music concert in Saint Petersburg, a boat outing off Lastovo Island to help a
Croatian fisherman pull in the day’s catch. In all, travellers can choose from 70-plus trips in more than 40 countries throughout
Africa, Asia, Central and South America, and Europe, which, like all Intrepid tours, are 100 percent carbon offset and focus
on directly benefiting local communities.

PASSPORT IS REPORTED BY: Joel Centano and Elaine Glusac
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Passport

0UT & ABOUT

Whistle Stops

For decades, the Venice Simplon-Orient-Express’ elaborate dining cars and restored vintage sleeper cabins
have lent a golden era glow to its routes from the Adriatic to the English Channel. This year, the slow-travel
icon will range farther across the continent, adding five new stations: Amsterdam, Brussels, Geneva, Florence,
and Rome. New overnight routes offer a timeless means of transferring between Venice and Geneva, Paris
and Rome, and Paris and Florence, with optional pre- or post-departure stays at the 45-room palazzo Villa
San Michele in Florence or the 39-room Tuscan estate Castello di Casole. The new Venice-to-Amsterdam
overnight departs on 21 June with stops in Paris and Brussels en route; passengers may return to Venice
via any one of those cities on 24 June.

600DS T0 GO

LUGGAGE, WITHOUT BAGGAGE

Through carbon offsets, tree planting, recycling zippers, and upcycling plastic water
bottles, the stylish luggage line Paravel aims to become the first 100 percent sustain-
able travel brand by the end of 2021. The commitment goes beyond manufacturing
its totes, duffels, wheelies, and organisers: “To ensure that these suitcases are the
absolute best option for the planet, we offset not only the emissions created from
sourcing, assembling, and shipping them, but also the average CO, emissions of our
customers’ typical first trip with the luggage,” says cofounder Indré Rockefeller.
tourparavel.com.

Percentage of travellers who say the pandemic has made them want to travel
more sustainably in the future, according to a recent Virtuoso survey.
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BON VOYAGE

FOREST BATHING

Seabourn’s first expedition vessel, the 264-passenger Seabourn Venture,
launches in December with a spa befitting its nature-based voyages. Adam
D. Tihany designed the 344-square-metre Spa & Wellness centre in the style
of a “floating forest,” with a textured, tree-inspired mural; wood accents; a
stone floor; and a sauna with floor-to-ceiling windows to soak up the outdoor
settings. Spa services range from complimentary guided yoga and meditation
to detox massages that draw on the line's Mindful Living Program, curated
by health expert Dr. Andrew Weil. While the inaugural 11 December passage
is almost sold out, the ship will continue sailing 10- to 14-day journeys along
Norway's North Cape through April 2022, including a 12-day cruise from
Copenhagen to Tromsg that gives travellers a great shot at seeing the north-
ern lights. Twelve-day Copenhagen-to-Tromsa departures: 18 January and 31
March 2022.

When cruising returns in
Europe, Viking will be ready
with a new ship to explore
Nordic and Mediterranean
coastlines. The 930-passenger
Viking Venus will offer the line’s
familiar Scandinavian-inspired
decor and plentiful outdoor
space — every stateroom has
a balcony. After three cruises
along the coast of southern
England (exclusively available
to UK residents), the ship will
welcome international travel-
lers with a 16-day passage from
Bergen to London, with stops
at the Shetland and Lofoten
islands. London-to-Bergen
departure: 11 June.

Clockwise from top left: A preview of Seabourn Venture and its spa; a Lofoten islands shoreline; a rendering of
Atlantis The Royal, Dubai’s presidential suite living area; and Atlantis chefs.

SUITE TALK

CULINARY KINGDOM

7 % ri;

A host of celebrated chefs will fire up their kitchens
when the 795-room Atlantis The Royal, Dubai
opens this winter. Among them are Peruvian culinary
star Gastéon Acurio, who will helm the city's first cevi-
cheria, serving his country’s national dish alongside
Andean cocktails; Heston Blumenthal, representing
British cuisine; and Iranian American chef Ariana
Bundy, who opens her first Persian restaurant, com-
plete with garden terrace daybeds. In the evening,
guests can commandeer private cabanas at Cloud
22, aclub onthe 22nd storey with an infinity-edge
Skypool and views of the Palm Jumeirah archipelago
below. Accommodations include breakfast daily,
preferred access and lounge seating at Aquaventure
Waterpark, and a $130 hotel credit.
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THE LOUISE

Situated in the heart of Barossa wine
country, you'll find The Louise, a luxurious
retreat with spacious suites and stunning
vineyard views. You'll also find some of

South Australia’s best dining. Appellation
restaurant at The Louise is renowned for cuisine
that creatively reflects a sense of place.

The culinary team creates dishes that tell
the story of the Barossa Valley region, its
produce, and its people.

THE FRAMES

If you're seeking a romantic getaway or an
elegant way to experience the Australian
Outback, The Frames is it. Built for discerning
travellers, the award-winning, six-star retreat
is set on the peaceful banks of the Murray
River, and offers exceptional indulgence

and hospitality. Explore the property’s
beautiful location in the Riverland with a
range of experiences, like a sunset gondola
cruise with Champagne.

SOUTHAUSTRALIA.COM




ADVERTISEMENT

THE MAYFAIR SEQUOIA LODGE

Setting a new standard for luxury in Adelaide, Nestled in the highlands of the Adelaide Hills,
The Mayfair blends five-star accommodation on the iconic Mount Lofty House estate, lies
and an unbeatable location in the heart of B Sequoia Lodge, South Australia’'s newest
the city. The Mayfair has also quickly become (iR luxury lodge. Set to open in July 2021, this
Adelaide’s favourite place to meet, thanks 1 sanctuary comprises just 14 contemporary
to boutique bar and dining experiences : suites offering uninterrupted views across the
at Hennessy Rooftop Bar, the Mayflower ; ‘ Piccadilly Valley. Savour a seasonal degustation
Restaurant, and The Den Bistro. ezt menu paired with a curated wine selection
at Hardy's Verandah, the lodge's esteemed
restaurant boasting three Chef Hat awards.
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COAST & CO.

If you want more from your holiday, look

no further than Coast & Co., your guide to
South Australia. Choose from a selection of
day tours that are anything but traditional
and mix things up with four-wheel-drive
vehicles, helicopters, and e-bikes. Coast & Co.'s
private charter touring is personalised, intimate,
and off the beaten path, taking you behind
the scenes of some of the best food, wine,
and nature experiences in South Australia.

b HEth

EXCEPTIONAL KANGAROO ISLAND

Go on a luxury small-group or private tour
with Exceptional Kangaroo Island and gain a
local's knowledge of the island. Travel through
spectacular remote locations and enjoy

the best local produce, with elegant picnics
along the way. Observe a variety of wildlife in
their natural habitats, like kangaroos, koalas,
and sea lions. Choose from a range of day
and multi-day tours that capture the most
amazing parts of Kangaroo Island.
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Sustainable Travel

ROOT
CAUSE

Planting a tree is one
of the most power-
ful things we can do
for the planet. These
companies let you
skip the shovel work
with tree-planting
initiatives.

©® Tourism New
Zealand teams up
with Trees That Count
to foster future
forests. A $10 online
donation plants a native
tree in a New Zealand
region of your choice.
treesthatcount.co.nz.

® Accor hotel group
: lets visitors pick a
AntarCtlca Made Easy preferred agroforestry
project (donations
average around $10)
and track their chosen
project's progress
online with photos and,
for some projects,

Early pioneers of Antarctic exploration, please look away: A five-hour flight from Cape Town via
private jet now makes setting foot on the seventh continent a total breeze. And it’s possible to do
itwith alight footprint. On its range of 1- (yes, that’s possible) to 24-day journeys, tour company
White Desert offsets all emissions from flights, warms stylish sleeping pods using solar power,
skips single-use plastics, and ships all waste back to South Africa for recycling and responsible

disposal. Travellers can also participate in critical citizen-science efforts, including emperor videos. Seven million
penguin research. Five trip options, all customisable and available for up to 12 people, include an saplings have been
eight-day programme to commune with the penguins and visit the Amundsen-Scott South Pole planted to date. accor.
Station. Departures: Eight-day trips, multiple dates, 13 December 2021 through 26 January 2023. purprojet.shop.

Shining a Light

Dento in Japanese translates as “tradition.” But using the old characters for
the word, it means “passing of the light,” a philosophy shokunin, or master
craftspeople, have practised for centuries, transferring their knowledge from
one generation to the next. Yet as Japan’s population ages and its young people
trade tradition for technology and rural villages for cities, time-honoured
techniques are in danger of disappearing. Enter Virtuoso on-site tour provider
Windows to Japan and its newly formed Dento Foundation, which works
with universities and art schools to create internships and connect apprentic-
es with mentors, especially in Japan’s countryside. Light extends to travellers,
too, who can meet shokunin in their studios and study everything from shikki
(lacquerware) making to sake distillation. The experience, says company
cofounder Avi Lugasi, “opens a window not only to authentic Japanese crafts,
but the craftspeople and communities behind them. The human connection is
at the centre.”

16 VIRTUOSO LIFE
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PLAN YOUR RETURN TO TRAVEL

EXTRAORDINARY EXPEDITIONS

2021-2023 INAUGURAL SEASON ON SALE NOW

r
=

_ - 7 :j;:—-' =1} ‘ 7: 7.:77:; ;7 77” R e

SEABOURN VENTURE
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WHALE WATCHING KING PENGUINS,
SVALBARD GREENLAND AMAZON FROM ZODIAC, ANTARCTICA SOUTH GEORGIA

POLAR BEAR, HIKING IN PAAMIUT, KAYAKING IN THE

Be among the first to experience Seabourn’s ultra-luxury expedition ships
and explore the world’s most coveted destinations.

SVALBARD | GREENLAND | AMAZON | ANTARCTICA
SOUTH GEORGIA | CANADIAN ARCTIC
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SEABOURN PSSO

PREFERRED

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR TO BEGIN YOUR JOURNEY ON THE WORLD’S FINEST ULTRA-LUXURY
CRUISE LINE™. BOOK TODAY TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF VIRTUOSO VOYAGES AMENITIES WHICH MAY INCLUDE:
DEDICATED ONBOARD HOST, WELCOME RECEPTION, AND SHIPBOARD CREDIT.

*All fares are in Australian dollars, cruise-only, for new bookings only, per guest, double occupancy, subject to availability. Fares are current as of 12 April 2021. Fares are not
combinable with any other offer, may vary by sailing date, are capacity controlled, and are subject to change without notice. Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses are included. All savings
amounts are included in fares shown. Information herein is accurate at time of printing. Seabourn reserves the right to correct errors. Ships’ registry: Bahamas. ©2021 Seabourn
We are staying atop COVID-19 health and safety protocols which may impact our voyages, and actual offerings may vary from what is described in this advertisement. SE182.2
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The Great
Rebounding

The 2020 bushfires threatened to
destroy Kangaroo Island. Now its
landscape, flora, and fauna are rising
from the ashes.

BY ALEXANDRA CARLTON

Conscious Comeback

View to recovery: Kan-
garoo Island’s Hanson
Bay, post bushfire.

T'S CALLED KANGAROO ISLAND - A VAST, REMOTE WILDERNESS
of bush, beaches, and rugged cliffs that sits just off a great curve of
coastlinein South Australia,ashortferryridefromthe Fleurieu Pen-
insula or a 30-minute flight from Adelaide. Really, it could be called
Koala Island or Wallaby Island, Echidna Island or Whale Island, such is
the abundance of Australian native animals that call it home. But in late
2019 and early 2020, devastating bushfires came close to obliterating

MAY | JUNE 2021
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Conscious Comeback

Bouncing back: A towering yacca and (right) a Kangaroo Island cutie.

What’s astonished almost everyone is just how beautifully
life on this wild southern paradise has recovered.

it all, ripping through nearly half the is-
land’s 4,400 square kilometres, includ-
ing Flinders Chase National Park, home
to natural landmarks such as the Re-
markable Rocks and Admirals Arch, and
its signature luxury accommodation,
the grand and gracious Southern Ocean
Lodge. Australians will never forget
that terrible summer, when we crowded
around radios and stared at websites
waiting for news, then mourned all that
the fire devoured.

VIRTUOSO LIFE

But what’s astonished almost every-
onewholives on KangarooIsland,aswell
as the rest of Australia, is just how beau-
tifullylife on this wild southern paradise
has recovered. “I think ‘resilience’ is the
word that first comes to mind when con-
sidering the landscape and wildlife of
Kangaroo Island, as well as its close-knit,
hard-working community,” says Hayley
Baillie, cofounder and creative director
of Baillie Lodges, which owned, oper-
ated, and - pending approval - is now

planning to rebuild Southern Ocean
Lodge by early 2023. “Businesses and
homes have been rebuilt. National parks
have reopened. And injured wildlife has
been nursed back to health.”

Much of the island’s fauna and flora
have not only survived the fires, but now
appear to be thriving. Australia is, after
all, a continent that’s regularly ravaged
by bushfires, and even needs them to
regenerate and replenish its vegetation.
Mere months after the fires ended, green

(YACCA) QUENTIN CHESTER, (KOALA) GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO
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Much of the island’s fauna
and flora have not only
survived the fires, but now
appear to be thriving.

shoots began bursting from the ashes. In
some cases, plants that were rarely seen -
because they rely on fire to regener-
ate — suddenly dominated the landscape.
“They called this a once-in-200-years
fire, but I'm calling it a once-in-200-years
yacca flowering event,” says Jim Geddes,
co-owner of the Hanson Bay Wildlife
Sanctuary, on the island’s western side.
Yacca is an arresting, almost architectur-
alnative grass tree known for its towering
spears of flowers, which normally growat
a glacial pace. “To see these giant forests
of yaccas, with their huge spikes - up to
eight metres high - that usually only ap-
pear everyfive years, is amazing,” he says.

Flourishing plant life means plenty
of food for the island’s most abundant
animal species: kangaroos, wallabies,
koalas, brushtail possums, and Cape
Barren geese. Each of their popula-
tions was affected by the fires, but re-
ports suggest they have all rebounded
and - to the delight of naturalists ob-
serving them - at lower but healthier
and more sustainable levels than be-
fore. Southern Ocean Lodge’s Hayley
and James Baillie have made regu-
lar trips to Kangaroo Island to help
friends and colleagues with cleanup
around the Southern Ocean Lodge
site. The couple say the lodge’s manag-
ers have reported regular sightings of
two of the island’s favourite residents,
Enchilada the echidna and Sol the kan-
garoo, who like to snuffle and explore
around the site.

Another silver lining of the fires is
that the island’s eastern side, home to
restaurants, artists’ studios, and many
other businesses, is enjoying new inter-
est. “The east side of the island is just as
beautiful as the west, and in fact allows

visitors to experience different types of
natural beauty,” says Ian Swain, owner
of Swain Destinations, a tour operator
that designs custom holidays, with a
special focus on Australia.

While he, like everyone, was devas-
tated by Southern Ocean Lodge’s de-
struction, he points out that several
exceptional accommodation options
on the eastern side are now on every
traveller’s must-visit list,as well as rel-
atively unexplored pockets of natural

beauty such as the D’Estrees Bay area
and Lashmar Conservation Park.

Covid-related travel restrictions are
still making it difficult for visitors to
enter Australia, but Swain says this is
the time to be planning a getaway for
when borders reopen. “Kangaroo Is-
land trulyis Australia’s Galdpagos,” he
says. “By coming back, you’re helping
the community - local artisans, bee-
keepers, winemakers. And, of course,
seeinganincredible part of the world.”

60 During 12 days in
southern Australia with
Aussie-owned Swain
Destinations, travel-
lers can take a dawn
balloon ride over Yarra
Valley vineyards and
cure their own olives
and bake sourdough
loaves at the Jack-
alope Hotel on the
Mornington Peninsula.
At Pelican Lagoon on
Kangaroo Island’s east
end, there's a chance
to spy theisland’s
namesake marsupial,
as well as tammar wal-
labies sheltering in
thickets of tea trees.
Departures: Any day
through March 2022.

HOP TO IT

See the Kl renewal in person.

A private tour of

the Sydney Opera
House (and tickets
to a show) kicks off a
wide-ranging 16-day
Australian explora-
tion with Artisans

of Leisure. Take a
deep dive into local
heritage with an
Aboriginal elder in
the rugged Flinders
Ranges, build wildlife
shelters on Kangaroo
Island, and paddle sea
kayaks offshore of
the ancient Daintree
Rainforest. Last stop:
the Great Barrier
Reef's Lizard Island.
Departures: Any day
through 2022.

CRUISE Fremantle
(Perth’s coolest neigh-
bor) is the west coast
gateway to Australia
on a 16-day Silversea
sailing from Singa-
pore to Melbourne.
The 596-passenger
Silver Muse cruises
south along the coast,
docking in beachy Bus-
selton and the colonial
city of Albany before
arriving at Kangaroo
Island, where travellers
can take in a sheep-
shearing demonstra-
tion, taste honey from
Ligurian bees, and
visit a eucalyptus oil
distillery. Departure: 2
December 2022. VL
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Cruising

Bring
the Crew

Expert tips for your best family cruise
once travel resumes.

BY SHIVANI VORA

VIRTUOSO LIFE

From left: The pool deck on
Norwegian Bliss and fun on the
ship’s surf simulator.

INCE COVID BROUGHT CRUISING TO A HALT LAST YEAR, LINES

have worked hard to make sailings safe once cruises resume -

without compromising fun. Ralph Bias, a Virtuoso travel agency

president, says the numerous hygiene and safety protocols in-

clude requiring guests and crew to be vaccinated, Covid-19 testing pre-

cruise and during the cruise, reducing the number of passengers on each

trip, social distancing in dining rooms and lounges, eliminating self-ser-
vice food options, and increasing the frequency of cleanings.

While many cruisers hope to set sail this summer and fall, Bias notes

that pent-up demand is driving a huge interest in 2022 and 2023 itineraries.



“Bookings are through the roof, and the
majority of my clients are opting for lon-
ger, extended voyages,” he says, adding
that lines are offering attractive incen-
tives to travellers who book early. “After
being homebound for so long, people are
looking to make up for lost time.”

With activities for all ages and in-
terests, endless food options, and the
convenience factor, cruises have long
been family favourites. “They’re easy
and successful trips for families because
they can accommodate everyone’s
needs and wishes,” says Virtuoso ad-
visor Leah Bergner. But there’s no one-
size-fits-all family cruise. Here, Bergner
and other members of Virtuoso’s cruise
advisory board offer insights on find-
ing the best option for your brood and
making sure that next family getaway is
worth the wait.

PICK THE RIGHT SHIP AND ITINERARY

“The options are vast, and the best pick
depends on your kids’ ages and your
family’s interests,” says Virtuoso agen-
cy owner Rob Clabbers. Don’t rule out
smaller vessels, but know that larger
ships have a broader range of activities,
along with a greater breadth of choices
for accommodations.

Parents with younger children should
look for a ship with amenities such as
babysitting, a kids’ club, and children’s
menus or express meal options.

For families with teenagers, ships
with waterslides, rock-climbing walls,
and zip lines may be the best pick. Old-
er kids who appreciate history, on the
other hand, may get akick out of a cruise
that hits Pompeii and other sites in the
Mediterranean.

BOOK THE IDEAL CABIN

John Upchurch, owner of a Virtuo-
so agency, suggests midship cabins.
“You’re at the heart of the ship, and no
activity is too far away,” he says. A two-
bedroom suite with attached baths gives
families enough room to spread out; two
connecting rooms also work well. For
families with older children who don’t
need to be in an interconnecting room,
Upchurch suggests booking inside-
outside cabins: a balcony cabin and one
across the hall that’s much cheaper.
“What you don’t want is a fam-
ily that’s used to three bathrooms at
home jamming into a cabin with one

bathroom. It makes for a long week,”
he says. Also, avoid booking cabins next
to or near stairs, lifts, smoking areas,
and entertainment venues, as they can
be noisy.

DON'T CUT IT CLOSE

Rushing from the airport to port on
embarkation day can be stressful for
both children and adults - especially if
aflight is delayed or cancelled. Bergner
suggests arriving at the port of call a

day or two before the cruise departs.
“Some lines have the option to over-
night on the ship at the embarkation
port, which is great because you get a
bonus day to explore the destination
without making transfers from a hotel
to the vessel,” she says.

PLAN IN ADVANCE

Sign up for shore excursions and re-
serve onboard restaurants as soon as
you book your cruise. Advisor Jessica

After being homebound for so long,
people are looking
to make up for lost time.

S
-z

paddleboarding with UnCruise
Adventures in Alaska. ;

i
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Cruising

Griscavage says tables at speciality eat-
eries (like that burger bar with an ar-
cade) and excursions to view wildlife,
zip-line, mountain bike, and otheractive
adventures fill up fast. “I’ve seen several
instances where families end up disap-
pointed for not planning in advance and
wind up wasting precious holiday time
trying to see what’s still available that
will please the children,” she says. “A
little bit of planning ahead of time with

your travel advisor will ensure a seam-
less holiday without disappointment.”

PACK SMART

On embarkation day, your suitcases
might not be delivered to your room
until hours after you board. Don’t
wait for them to show up to start the
holiday, Clabbers says - “Tote a carry-
on with items such as swimsuits, sun-
block, and books, and get going.” Also,

when packing for multiple people,
spread some items for each person
(sneakers, shorts, polo shirts) over
numerous bags; if one goes missing, at
least everyone in your family has some
essentials for the trip. Keep in mind
that with all the excitement, transfers,
and check-in, embarkation day can be
overwhelming for children, so bring
extra snacks and some activities to
help pass the time.

® Boutique expedition
cruise line UnCruise
Adventures counts ac-
tive adults as its primary
passengers aboard the
76-passenger Wilderness
Discoverer. Its special
family-focussed summer
itineraries to Alaska, how-
ever, are great options for
outdoors-loving children
ages 8 and up. A team of
guides leads kids (and
their parents) on nature-
focussed excursions
such as sea kayaking,

24 VIRTUOSO LIFE

SHIPSHAPE

Two vessels to keep your eye on for your next family cruise.

paddleboarding, whale-
watching, snorkelling,
and wildlife walks to spot
black bears, otters, mink,
and more. Expect trea-
sure hunts, polar plunges,
boat races, beach
bonfires with s'mores,
and games of | Spy with
leaping dolphins.

® Upchurch describes
Norwegian Cruise
Line's 4,004-passen-
ger Bliss as a self-
contained amusement

park. The ship sails the
U.S. Pacific Coast from
Alaska to the Panama
Canal, as well as
Caribbean itineraries.
“Bliss hits all the marks
for the perfect family
vessel,” he says. “Even
on a weeklong sailing,
you won't be able to
get through everything
there is to do.” The
upgrade: a suite in The
Haven, a boutique ship-
within-the-ship that's
accessible by key card

and has its own pool,
restaurant, and bar.
This mini-city is
home to 19 dining
venues — from a classic
diner to a brewhouse -
and boasts a go-cart
racetrack, open-air
laser tag, two water-
slides, two huge pools,
a casino, an arcade,
and multiple cinemas
showcasing magicians,
comedy shows, and
Broadway productions
such as Jersey Boys.

The kids' club is divided
into three age ranges:
3- to b-year-olds enjoy
parades and treasure
hunts, 6- to 9-year-olds
can learn to juggle,

and 10- to 12-year-olds
participate in video
game competitions
and themed spy nights.
Teens, meanwhile,
meet up at Entourage,
a venue with a dance
club, a cinema, and
classes such as the art
of improv. VL

(GLACIER) JANICE AND NOLAN BRAUD/ALAMY



My Travel Essentials

Celebrated hotel designer Bill Bensley treads lightly
and brings his backpack.

ILL BENSLEY,
the 62-year-old
founder, cre-
ative director,
and force of nature be-
hind the Bensley archi-
tecture, interior design,
and landscape design
studio, based in Bang-
kok and Bali, says the
pandemic has changed
his travel ethos. “Be-
fore Covid, | travelled
every week, sometimes
to three countries,
presenting projects all
over the globe. Now,
with the whole world

having learned to Zoom,

I'll skip all of that and
reserve my air footprint
for travel to places I've
never been before.” Or,
he says, he'll go to his
favourite place in the
world, Mongolia, where
he spends a month
every summer with his
husband, Jirachai, and
friends, for off-the-grid
fishing, camping, and
trekking. The creative
mind behind some of
Asia’'s most opulent
hotels — including his
own Bensley Collection
Shinta Mani Wild and
Shinta Mani Siem Reap

in Cambodia, The Siam
in Bangkok, and Agra’s
Oberoi Amarvilas - clas-
sifies himself as “more
of a backpacker, really.”
The sentiment jibes
with the dedication to
sustainable develop-
ment he brings to all his
projects. “Rather than
ripping out the natural
features of the land to
plonk down something
new, one gets to know it,
and tries to complement
it,” he says. “Nothing is
made more perfectly
than what Mother Na-
ture presents tous.”

| DON'T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT:

1. My backpack of

15 years. It's covered in
patches collected wher-
ever | go.

2. The Audible app,
to listen to books.

I recently finished the
MaddAddam Trilogy by
Margaret Atwood.

3. My painting equip-
ment: a block of waterco-
lour paper by Arches and
a Winsor & Newton travel
watercolour kit.

4. A converter that |
can plug into a vehicle's
lighter socket, so | still
have a bit of juice. It works
anywhere, even in Mongo-
lia, where we are super off
the grid.

In My Bag

5. I1zipizi glasses.
They comein all sorts
of colours - sunglasses,
reading glasses, screen
light glasses. | have many
pairs around the office.

6. Alightweight Mon-
golian cashmere
sweater for the plane
because it rolls up and
never creases.

7. Keen running shoes.
| run every day without
fail, no matter where  am.

8. Last but not least,
some mismatched Paul
Smith socks. VL
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Silver Muse sailing on iconic Sydney Harbou

EXPLORE CLOSE TO HOME, IN ALL-INCLUSIVE LUXURY

For those of you yearning to sail as you soon as you can, in 2021 and 2022 we have our largest ever collection of Australia and New
Zealand sailings available, and we are excited to bring not one, but two of our luxury ships to Australian and New Zealand waters for
the first time. The beautiful Silversea flagship Silver Muse will arrive in December, with the award winning Silver Shadow arriving for

her first complete season in our region in January 2022.

SYDNEY TO AUCKLAND

16 DAYS | DEPARTING JANUARY 18, 2022
SILVER MUSE FARES FROM AU$12,780pp"
INCLUDED BUSINESS CLASS AIR

10% EARLY BOOKING BONUS

CRUISE WITH CONFIDENCE BOOKING FLEXIBILTY

SYDNEY TO CAIRNS

16 DAYS | DEPARTING APRIL 4, 2022

SILVER SHADOW FARES FROM AU$10,260pp*
INCLUDED BUSINESS CLASS AIR

10% EARLY BOOKING BONUS

CRUISE WITH CONFIDENCE BOOKING FLEXIBILTY

SYDNEY TO AUCKLAND

15 DAYS | DEPARTING MARCH 5, 2022

SILVER SHADOW FARES FROM AU$10,530pp"
INCLUDED BUSINESS CLASS AIR

10% EARLY BOOKING BONUS

CRUISE WITH CONFIDENCE BOOKING FLEXIBILTY

Cairns
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SILVERSEA'S ALL-INCLUSIVE LIFESTYLE

AN L e 5

DISCOVE

e Intimate, ultra-luxury ships with one of the highestspace e  All-inclusive Champagnes, wines, beers, spirits as well
to guest ratio in the industry as specialty coffees, bottled water, juices and soft drinks,

e Spacious, elegantly appointed ocean view suites
e Butler service for every suite, in every category

*  Personalised service with nearly one crew member for
every guest

e Up to eight on board restaurants, with open seating so

served throughout the ship. You also get your in-suite
mini bar stocked with your preferred beverages

e  On board entertainment and enrichment programs
24-hour in-suite dining

Included Wi-Fi for every guest on board

you can dine at your leisure, and be served whatever you e  Transfers and luggage handling

desire, from casual snacks to gourmet cuisine

*Terms and Conditions: Fares and itineraries vary by sail date. All fares shown are in AUD, per person, twin share, in
lowest available suite category. Offers are valid for new individual bookings made during promotional period and may be
withdrawn at any time without notice. Promotional air offer is only available to the first and second full-fare guests in a suite.
Valid for select gateways to guests from Australia and New Zealand only. Silversea reserves the right to select the air carrier,
routing and departure airport from each gateway city. Deviations to air travel dates accepted; surcharges may apply. All
fares, savings, offers, itineraries, and programs are subject to change without notice. Voyage highlights, excursions, and
enrichment programs are subject to change and/or cancellation without prior notice. All information contained herein
is accurate and in effect as of 13 April 2021. "Early Booking Bonus savings varies by departure date and is valid for new
bookings created and fully paid during promotional period. >Cruise with Confidence is applicable to bookings made on
or before 31 July 2021 for departures on or before 30 April 2022. Silversea reserves the right to correct any errors and
omissions and to cancel any offered product or service in the event of such error or omission. Additional restrictions may
apply. For complete terms and conditions and promotional period date visit silversea.com.

e Complimentary transportation into town in most ports

VIRTUOSO.

PREFERRED CRUISE LINE

For more information or to book, contact your
Virtuoso travel advisor. Plus, enjoy exclusive Virtuoso
Voyages benefits on these sailings and more.



Prime perch: Elewana’s Loisaba
Tented Camp overlooks a massive
conservancy in Kenya.
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«OE Suite- A&
like com-

Q\ forts and wild O)
settings: These
well-appointed tents
call campers of all adven-

ture levels to lace up boots in the
great outdoors. BY ELAINE GLUSAC

IT'S WELL KNOWN IN COLORADO THAT BLACK BEARS
on the cusp of winter forage far and wide for food. But it wasn’t
known to my sister and me until a bear visited our spacious tent at
Dunton Hot Springs - a stylish affair in the San Juan Mountains with
woven rugs, a plush bed, and armchairs by the stove. When the full
moon magnified his silhouette across a canvas wall, we bolted for the
bathroom. He fled at first shriek, of course, but left a trace - a paw
print on the tent - proof that glamping is still camping, in all the best
back-to-nature ways.

Nature, a safe and socially distant refuge, has been the balm of
the pandemic. Instagram accounts once devoted to rooftop cock-
tails and luxury suites went full Sierra Club, with images of peopleless
sunsets, uncrowded hiking trails, and wildflower-filled plains.

But for those who feel sleeping on hard ground and rustling up
campfire fare isn’t quite “holiday,” outdoors-focussed resorts step in
to remove the discomforts and handle the chores, freeing guests to
revel in the splendour of nature.

As the following illustrate, opportunities come in a variety of cli-
mates and cultures - from the African bush to the Australian Out-
back, far-flung beaches to tropical rainforests, desert canyons to
snowcapped peaks - collectively linked by love of the land.
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AUSTRALIA

'} NORTHERN TERRITORY
A

Stone-Cold Cool

The sacred sandstone mono-
lith at the heart of Uluru-Kata
Tjuta National Park commands
attention from each of 16 white-
peaked tents at Longitude 131°
inthe country’s Red Centre. A
gateway to Indigenous culture,
the resort offers sunset trips

to Uluru, gorge walks, and
visits to the cave paintings of
the ancient Mala people. On

Top and bottapr 00
living at Longitude 131

VIRTUOSO LIFE

the cultural track, guests can
learn Aboriginal dot painting;
in the adventure vein, they can
explore the Northern Territory
desert on Harley-Davidson
motorcycle tours. When night
falls, guides recount the stories
of the Southern Hemisphere’s
constellations over dinner,

and fireplaces on the tents’
verandas invite private stargaz-
ing. Accommodations include
allmeals, an open bar, a $65 spa
credit, a $65 resort credit, and
round-trip transfers from Ayers
Rock Airport.




INDONESIA

"' | BALI
N A =

Life in the Trees

No trees were cut to build
Capella Ubud, Bali, “a 23-tent
camp that tiptoes ever so softly
ontheland,” according toits
designer, Bill Bensley (for more
on Bensley, turn to page 25).
Vintage romance meets Bali-
nese spirituality at the secluded
resort on the Wos River, where
a Hindu temple offers cleans-
ingrituals. Suspension bridges
thread through the jungle
highland canopy, connecting
one-bedroom suites and the
two-bedroom Lodge, each with
apool and styled to tell the sto-
ry of a shipwrecked Dutch crew
at the turn of the twentieth
century. Guests can help tend
the property’s coffee and cacao
groves or hike nearby volcanic
Mount Batur, then spend the
evening in the social-hub Offi-
cer’s Tent. Tent accommodations
include breakfast daily and one
so-minute massage for two.

ise from top:

interior,
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Stake a Claim
Originally a mining camp es-
tablished in 1885 that boomed
to a population of about 300,
Dunton, Colorado, was a ghost
town by 1918. The current own-
ers took seven years to restore
the entire town - complete with
adance halland saloon - as
Dunton Hot Springs. Historic
buildings house most of the
13 accommodations, with the
exception of Christy’s Tent, an
all-season platform tent with
agas stove, en suite bathroom,
and chandelier hanging from
the central beam above the bed.
Exhaust yourself hiking in the
San Juan Mountains or fly-
fishing on the Dolores River’s
West Fork, if only to best
appreciate the resort’s main
attraction: the hot springs in
five pools, including one in the
original nineteenth-century
bathhouse. Christy’s Tent accom-
modations include all meals and
beverages and a $130 resort credit.

o
Tip
“Dunton’s outside baths are
magical at night, but the

indoor thermal bathhouse

is just as wonderful, with a

wood-burning fire off the
corner of the large communal
bath to set the cosy and warm
mood. | highly recommend the

nearby cold plunge.”

— Dan Lack, Virtuoso travel
agency CEO

32 VIRTUOSO LIFE

X | UTAH
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Red Rock Retreat

Sharing 243 hectares of slot
canyons and sandstone mesas
with remote Amangiriin
southern Utah, Camp Sarika
by Amangiri acts as aboutique
resort within a boutique resort,
with ten tented pavilion dwell-
ings - each with a terrace and
plunge pool -and a communal
pavilion with arestaurant,
pool, and spa. Named after the
Sanskrit word for “open space”
and “sky,” Camp Sarika invites
guests to spread out and steep
in desert solitude, whether
actively on via ferrata climbs or
more pensively by stargazing
with furnished telescopes. An
added bonus: access to Aman-
giri’sresort amenities and
restaurants a 30-minute hike
(or five-minute drive) away.
Tent accommodations include all
meals and a $130 resort credit.

From top: Ca’mp-*b
-and Christy’s



(ELEWANA LOISABA TENTED CAMP) MARIO MORENO

AFRICA

¥ | KENYA

¥ A

Safari Saviour

Set onthe 23,000-hectare
Loisaba Conservancy in Kenya
and sustainably managed by
The Nature Conservancyas a
critical corridor for elephants,
Elewana Loisaba Tented
Camp crowns an escarpment,
framing panoramas from the
Ewaso Nyiro River valley to
distant Mount Kenya from its 12
tents, as well asits dining tent,
terrace, and adjacent infinity
pool. Three family units con-
nect two tented bedrooms with
aprivate walkway, and one fam-
ily suite has its own swimming

Loisaba Tented Camp’s
communal deck and (right)
Sundy Praia’s dining area.

pool. With eight square kilo-
metres of wilderness per bed
inthe reserve, this is the place
to see rare wild dogs and one of
Kenya’s most stable lion popu-
lations, as well as elephants.
Travellers spot wildlife on daily
game drives, while the more
adventurous can set out on
guided horseback, camelback,
mountain bike, and walking
safaris. A standout experience:
visiting the Loisaba Conservan-
cyheadquarters tolearn about
conservation programmes and
meet the anti-poaching sniffer
dogs, followed by sundowners
with canapés. Accommoda-
tions include all meals and house
drinks, daily game drives, and a
guided walking safari.

* | SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE

M ¥ A

Isle of Adventure

On the north shore of verdant
Principe Island,a UNESCO
biosphere reserve 210 kilome-
tres off central Africa’s west
coast, Sundy Praia calls all
castaways to 15 one- to three-
bedroom tented shorefront
villas modelled on traditional
wood-panelled fishing huts.
Sliding glass doors erase the
barriers between indoors,
where minibars come stocked
with local fruit, and outdoors,
where biodiversity thrives.
Guests canrevel in nature
(this so-called African Galapa-
gos has more than 20 en-
demic bird species) and active
pursuits - beach-hopping by
boat, showering in rainforest
waterfalls, and summitinga
volcanic peak - knowing wine-
paired tasting menus await in
the bamboo-framed dining
room. Accommodations include
breakfast daily, one s5o0-minute
massage for two, and round-trip
airport transfers. VL
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DETER GAVA

Professional guide, Wilderness Safaris
Base: Hwange National Park, Zimbabwe

| GREW UP
RIGHT FROM
THE GROUND.
YOU MIGHT SAY
NATURALLY
LIKING NATURE

IVAS BORN TO A MIXED BUSHMAN-BANTU FAMILY IN GWERU. ZIMBABWE.

soIwas well introduced to liking nature. My moth-

er’s mother was a San Bushwoman who taught me at

averyyoungage about collecting berries, collecting
melons, catching insects like termites for food. I grew
up right from the ground, you might say, naturally
liking nature. It was quite inspiring learning useful
skills - like, if you’re going for a walk, make sure you
drink water before you start walking or else, if you start
drinking again as you walk, it makes you tired. These
were the real skills of becoming a resilient Bushman.

My first job was as a primary school teacher in my
home village where my parents finally settled, in
Gokwe, Zimbabwe, but my main interest was environ-
mental science. Researchers from the Sengwa Wildlife
Institute in Gokwe’s Chirisa National Park came to my
parents and said, “Why don’t you let him come work
with us?” I didn’t want to. Iliked being a teacher. I said
to my father, “Dad, you really want me to get eaten by
those lions?” But he was so persistent that I said 'd try
it on school holiday. I went to the research station and
there was a gentleman who gave me some uniforms.
Ifelt very welcomed and was so impressed by the
things I saw. So I said, OK, maybe I'll try it for a month.
Thirty-eight years later, I'm still here. Wilderness Safa-
risis very keen to conserve these otherwise threatened
areas of Africa. We’re all mourning together because of
the pandemic, but it’s going to be so exciting for people
toreturn to Africa. We’ve got to teach the younger gen-
erations how to protect all this and pass it on.

(ELEPHANTS) PAULA FRENCH/GETTY IMAGES
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(CELINE COUSTEAU) CAPKINVA CCP,
(FROG) DIRK ERCKEN/ALAMY

[KNOW

THAT MY ACCESS
10 THE
QUTDOORS HAS
PROFOUNDLY
DEFINED
WHOTAM

/

GELINE GOUSTEAU

Filmmaker, explorer, environmental activist
Base: The Var, Provence, France

HAT [ LEARNED GROWING UP IN A FAMILY OF EXPLORERS AND
travellers is how important it is to take kids on
adventures outdoors. Obviously, travel came
toascreechinghaltin the past year of Covid,
but you can still look for nature. I have a 9-year-old
son, and we’ll be like, “Let’s go on arosemary-finding
adventure!” And we’ll crawl through the hills around
the house and create things from nature, like a stone
tower, and make that a whole new world. If you give kids
access to nature, it becomes part of them. It doesn’t have
tobe aformal education, just whatever you're capable
of doing. In my case, I feel like I had amazing access and
great privilege in travel, getting to spend time on the
Calypsowith my grandfather and in a family of travellers
who were not only travelling for exploration, but to bring
back stories. And then, at some point, our family legacy
became about protecting the environment, so I was
imbued with all of that growing up.

My first trip to the Amazon was when I was 9 years
old. It profoundly changed my relationship with the
world and created a connection with that place. I kept
goingback. That journey was all about the experiences
and the senses. I got to help scientists catch piranha
and study them. I walked on a sandbar in the middle
of the Amazon River with thousands and thousands
of little frogs. Just walking into the jungle, I had a full
awareness of what it was just to sense the earth. All
of that stayed very much alive in me. As an adult, you
intellectualise your experiences much more; asa child,
it was all about the senses. I know that my access to the
outdoors has profoundly defined who I am. It shapes
how I see myself in the world, how I see other people,
and the ability, even if I’ve never been to a place, to
understand my connection to it.
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Expedition leader, Lindblad Expeditions
Base: Villanua, Spain

FTER27 YEARS GUIDING TRIPS FOR LINDBLAD AND TRAVELLING THE

world aboard several National Geographic ships,

it’s still a total thrill when I see something new.

People will come up to me and say, “Come on, this
probably happens all the time, right?” And I'm like,
“No, I’'ve never seen this in mylife!”

For instance, just a couple of years ago we encountered
aseal that was all alone onanice floe. It was a glorious
afternoon; we’d been heading south towards the Antarc-

' tic Circle, when suddenly this pod of killer whales comes
| -|- 8 8 -|- | |_ |_ along. Theywere clearly hunting and targeted this seal on

theicefloe. They started doing the kind of wave-washing
you see on National Geographic, trying to wash the seal
right off theice in front of our eyes. The captain managed

-|- H R | L [ W H E N to put the bow of the ship maybe less than 50 metres away
from theice floe, very carefully and slowly, and all 150 of
| S E E us, plus the crew, were leaning over the bow. No one was
inside the ship. The whales were teaching their young how
S [] M E T H | N B todo the washing. And then, the unexpected happened:
The seal got away. There was no massacre. That’s some-
N E W thingthat doesn’t usually happen in nature.

Leading expeditionsin the Arcticis different from
Antarctica. The polar bears present a different kind of
challenge, because we’re getting off the ship and walking
withagroup and armed naturalists and guides as guards -
let’sjust say that, as an expedition leader, I probably have
afew grayhairs from those bears. Mostly, though, it’s
incredibly movingbeingin an area that’s on the frontline
of climate change. Everyone wants to see the predator,
theiconic polar bear, but it’s the whole environment that’s
threatened. And it’s a magical thing to see: The ice, it em-
braces so much diversity; all the seabirds, the whales - the
belugas and narwhals —it’s something special.

(ARCTC) RALPH LEE HOPKINS
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OUR OWN

LIVES ARE
RICHER

WHENWE RE
SURROUNDED BY
DIVERSITY.

JOMINA DA

Chief of exploration experience, Explora
Base: Santiago, Chile

EOPLE WILL SAY. "I CAME TO TORRES DEL PAINE OR ATACAMA BECAUSE |
need to disconnect.” But what they mean is, they
need to connect! You need to connect with your-
selfand disconnect the things between youand
your thoughts, between you and nature. We see that
all the time. People arrive at our lodges the first day, ex-
hausted from the journey, with that face - you know, the
traveller’s face. And then they go outside and, well, they
completely change. They start to become real people.

Irecommend that everybody do at least one full-
day adventure when they visit the Explora properties,
because when you spend the full day outside, you really
get to connect with yourself. That’s what I enjoy the
most: seeing the transformation in people after they
go out on an exploration. It doesn’t matter if it’s sunny,
ifit’s raining, if it’s snowing. As soon as guests step
outside, they change.

One of the things I’ve learned from nature that I
appreciate more and more is diversity. In Torres del
Paine, for instance, there’s a wonderful diversity of
bird species. Even the ground there is diverse. It might
look barren, but it’s rich with microorganisms, and in
the springtime the flowers are amazing. The healthi-
est ecosystems are the ones that are diverse, and if
you think of our own lives, they’re richer when we’re
surrounded by diversity. Diversity in nature. Diversity
in people. That’s why, when we form our guiding teams,
we try to look for diversity. It’s good not only for our
guests, but for our teams.
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Hiking guide, Journey Mexico on-site tour connection
Base: Chihuahua City, Mexico
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MY LOVE
OF NATURE
LED ME

10 BECOME
AGUIDE

"VEBEEN HIKING IN MEXICO ANDTHE UL.S. FOR 20 YEARS AND HAVE BEEN CLOSE TO
nature since I was a girl. Myfather was a cattleman. He
hadranches on the plains of Chihuahua. Working there,
Ispentalot of time hiking in the Sierra Norte. My love
of nature led me to become a NOLS (National Outdoor
Leadership School) instructor. Now I lead hiking trips
to Copper Canyon and Oaxaca. Everyone who comes to
Copper Canyon is surprised: The landscape is huge, just
amazingly huge. People are pretty much speechless when
theylearnit’s four times the volume of the Grand Canyon
andis actually made up of eight separate canyons. The
deepestis more than 1,800 metres deep. At the top it’s for-
est-pine and oak —and at the bottom it’s subtropical.

Pllguide three-, four-, or seven-day hiking trips, and
onall of them there’s alot of up and down. It’s rugged
terrain with different altitudes. But it’s fine: We walk
slowly and have mules carrying our gear. Anyone in mod-
erately good shape can do this. The camps are very nice;
we’re not there to suffer. In the bottom of the canyons
you’ll find mango and avocado trees and papaya; you’ll
have these bright-green military macaws flying right
overyour head - it’s fantastic.

The other thing Ilove about leading trips in Copper
Canyon is the culture. There are four different ethnic
groups, but the major one is the Raramuri. They’re known
worldwide because they’re really good barefoot runners.
My favourite time to hike is September or October, since
the rainy season has just passed, it’s not too hot, and
there’s still alot of water in the streams and little water-
falls. The fields are full of flowers — purple, yellow, white -
and everythingis super green.

(ALEJANDRA VILLALOBOS) BRUNO REZZA,
(COPPER CANYON) AL ARGUETA/ALAMY



(CARL DIXON) SCOTT DICKERSON,
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Dog musher, adventurer, and co-owner,
Within the Wild lodge company
Base: Mile 198, Iditarod Trail, Southcentral Alaska

XON

URLODGE IS LOCATED AN HOUR'S FLIGHT NORTH OF ANCHORAGE. AT MILE

Y[] U [ E A R N 198 along the Iditarod Trail. If you’re really inter-
ested, you can come for our four-day dog-mushing
school at Winterlake Lodge, but most guests just
T H E M A | N want to try running the dogs for a day. First we hook
. up the dogs, then I’ll drive the team, starting out with
R U I_ E guests riding in front in the basket. You know how it is
just out of the gate - the huskies are all barking and ra-
| |: Y[] U rin’ to go. There’s alot of power in even a six-dog team
when they’re ready toroll, and we start out flying. Then,
T | D [] \/ E R [] N after abit of instruction, if our guests feel comfort-
able, they can drive the dogs, with me in the basket. It’s
-|- H E S I_ E I] aonce-in-a-lifetime experience for folks. We have 16
: sled dogs here at Winterlake, and each one has its own
H A N B U N l personality. You get to learn who the lead dogs are, the

team dogs, the swing dogs. You learn how to harness
the dogs. And you learn the main rule: If you tip over on
the sled, hang on!

Winter is beautiful here. Once you’re flying along
with a team, the dogs quiet down and all you hear is
snow-hushed silence and the rush of the runners. We
might see moose tracks, marten tracks, lynx tracks, all
kinds of birds, but of course no bears that time of year.
It’s interesting to learn about all the winter life here, to
realise how remote we are. There are no roads. Some-
times people are alittle shocked at how remote we are,
but that’s Alaska. VL
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The Milky Way and Toubkal massif
in Morocco’s High Atlas Mountains.
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Y [irst came to Nlorocco

in 1986 to work with the Berbers, the Indigenous inhabitants of the region, organising and
leading treks in the highest mountain chain in North Africa, the Atlas Mountains. I’d been
studying photographyin London and wanted to photograph the country and its people.
Britain has had alonghistoric connection with Morocco: The northern city of Tangier was
briefly a British colony, and the two countries signed a treaty in 1721. Yet despite this associa-
tion, Morocco had always felt remote and unknown.

No one was going to pay me to travel and take photos, so I did the next best thing - got a job that
brought me into daily contact with the kind of landscapes and people I wanted to photograph. A few
years later I published my first book, The Berbers of Morocco, and from that was commissioned for Bed-
ouin: Nomads of the Desert. The sheer variety of Morocco’s landscapes and cultural heritage I encoun-
tered during that time astounded me. In 1993, my wife, Joanna, and I moved from our small London
flat to Marrakech so we could explore these lands together.

Morocco’s historyand culture evolved in the countryside, among the nomadic desert tribes and the
Berbers - the Imazighen in their own language - in the mountains. Some of the country’s most
historic monuments are found there: sites such as Tamegroute in the south’s Draa Valley - a religious
centre since the eleventh century - and Tinmel Mosque, built in 1156 in the Atlas Mountains. Cities
like Fez and Marrakech represent the zenith of Moroccan history and culture; they were the capitals
of vast empires that had great wealth and sponsored extraordinary monuments and art. However, it’s
in the countryside, among the tribal communities and in the small villages, that you can discover the
people, their personalities, and the traditions that led them to create the cities and empires that have
had such an impact on the rest of the world.
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A member of
the Berber

Ait Atta tribe
leads his camel
through Erg
Chebbi dunes.
Opposite: The
Atlas Mountains
viewed from
Marrakech.
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Aswe emerge from this moment, the
country’s open spaces call out more
strongly than ever before. The desert’s
attraction lies in its combination of
majestic emptiness, surprising geologi-
cal formations, and the hospitality of
the people who live there. Travellers,
for example, will often be invited to
partake in a glass of mint tea, if not to
share in a communally eaten tagine.

In the desert, the Bedouin tradition of
hospitality is called “the bond of salt.”
Hosts are duty-bound to welcome a
guest for three days and three nights;
it’s amechanism of survival, but also
amatter of honour: Today’s guest may
well be your host tomorrow.

Moroccoisaplace of surprises. The
desertis austere, yet almost instanta-
neously transformed by rain, as hidden
oases burst with life. The mountains
pack so much into a small footprint -
they’re havens for big-horned aoudads,
Cuvier’s gazelles, golden eagles, and
wildcats such as caracal. And Ilove the
Atlantic Coast’s wildness, its huge surf
and long, almost empty beaches. If I
had to choose one area to take a visiting
friend, it would be there in the south for
its space and sense of adventure, camp-
ingunder a huge sky filled with stars
where the Sahara’s grand dunes literally
tumble into the ocean.

Clockwise from top:
Erg Chebbi dunes,
Koran study in Mer-
zouga, an almond tree
blossoming outside
the Draa Valley village
of Tamnougalt, and a
Berber woman weed-
ing poppies from her
field on the road

to Tizi n'Tichka

Pass, gateway to

the Sahara.
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Nlorocco is
a place of
surprises. The
desert is austere,
yet almost
instantancously
transformed by
rain, as hidden
oases burst
with life.

P e,
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Clockwise from top left:
Asilah, an arts hub
about an hour’s drive
south of Tangier, has a
fortified medina that
dates to the fifteenth
century; sheep graz-
ing in the High Atlas
Mountains; a casbah
presiding over the
Ourika Valley south of
Marrakech; and Fantasia
horsemen practising
near Safi on Morocco’s
central Atlantic coast.

All for Nlorocco

Trips that pair city highlights with great outdoor pursuits.

Blue Parallel’s custom Morocco itineraries include a ten-day trip with two nights each

at Kasbah Tamadot in the Atlas Mountains and Dar Ahlam in the Skoura Valley for hiking,
mountain biking, visits with Berber families, and other activities. Two days in Fez and three
in Marrakech balance rural pursuits with urban discovery. Departures: Any day, 1 Septem-
ber through 31 December 2021.

Photographer and photo editor Krista Rossow shares pro tips on National Geographic
Expeditions’ 12-day trip from Casablanca to Fez. Days focus on outdoor activities — hikes
in the High Atlas and Dadés Gorge, four-wheeling in the Ounila Valley, a sunset camel ride
on Saharan dunes — and include photogenic city souks and buskers on Djemaa el-Fna
Square. Departures: 11 September 2021, and 14 May and 10 September 2022. VL
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% MUCH MORE THAN A SUITE

Escape to Europe together and experience the unparalleled luxury
of The Retreat® complete with stunning suites, a private restaurant,
and an exclusive sundeck and lounge where you can unwind.
There’s no better way to make new memories in the Old World.

ALWAYS INCLUDED™

Book The Retreat and enjoy a shore excursion credit, premium drinks,

streaming-speed Wi-Fj, service charges, and an onboard credit

to use however you choose’”




f

8-NIGHT ITALY & GREEK ISLANDS
Celebrity Edge® | 6 May 2022 | From $6,299

GOVIRTUOSO EXCLUSIVE OFFER

Book The Retreat now to receive a specialty-
restaurant credit for two, plus an extra $75
to spend on board’

D

VIRTUOSO | Celebrity Cruises®

PREFERRED SAIL BEYOND®

CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR
TO EXPERIENCE THE CELEBRITY DIFFERENCE

Health and safety protocols, guest conduct rules, and regional travel
restrictions vary by ship and destination, and are subject to change
without notice. Due to evolving health protocols, imagery and messaging
may not accurately reflect onboard and destination experiences,
offerings, features, or itineraries. These may not be available during your
voyage, may vary by ship and destination, and may be subject to change
without notice.

*Prices are per person in Australian dollars, cruise only, applicable to select sailings, based on double occupancy, reflecting any promotional savings, and including all taxes and fees, subject to change. Prices
shown are for the lowest available suite of The Retreat. Pricing is correct as of 23 March 2021, GoVirtuoso exclusive offer: Applies to itineraries departing 1 June, 2021, to 31 December, 2022. Bookings must be
made 1 May to 31 December, 2021. Offer excludes Galapagos and Future Cruise bookings. Bookings must select/request the GOVIRTUOSO offer. Specialty-dining credit of $90 per stateroom or $165 per suite
will be applied in the form of an onboard credit (OBC). Murano charges an additional $5 per person, and holiday sailings may have a surcharge. Offers are applicable to new individual bookings and to staterooms
in noncontracted group bookings which must be named and deposited. Guests’ stateroom folios will be credited with an OBC which has no cash value, is applicable to the cruise only, is nontransferable, is not
redeemable for cash, and will expire if not used by 10 p.m. on the final night of the cruise. Offer is not combinable with onboard / Future Cruise bookings. Single-occupancy bookings are eligible for the offer. Refer
to Cruise Booking Terms for additional terms and conditions. Celebrity reserves the right to cancel the offer at any time; correct any errors, inaccuracies, or omissions; and change or update fares, fees, and
surcharges at any time without prior notice. Visit celebrity.com/au or celebrity.com/nz for complete details about Always Included. ©2021 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships’ registry: Malta and Ecuador.



SPOTLIGHT ON AUSTRALIA

DOMESTIC BLISS

From the blue waters of the Whitsundays to the Outback’s rugged terrain to
Sydney’s glittering towers, there’s a world of great escapes worth exploring inside
Australia. Here, a little inspiration for your next close-to-home getaways.

BY ALEXANDRA CARLTON
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CRUISES

Smooth Sailing

Ahoy Club oversees a network of 4,000 professionally crewed charter
vessels worldwide, including more than 130 in Australia, with a dedicated
concierge service to take care of everything from restaurant bookings to
special-occasion surprises. Set sail almost anywhere along Australia’s di-
verse coastline, from the Whitsundays or the Kimberley to Sydney Harbour.

Explore Farther

Coral Expeditions’ boutique Asia-Pacific cruises take a maximum of 120
passengers to some of the most remote and uncharted regions around
Australia, including Cape York and Arnhem Land, the wild bays of Tas-
mania, or the Kimberley. Their eight-day Great Barrier Reef itinerary is
a classic example: Just 72 intrepid guests get the chance to explore the
far-flung Ribbon and Osprey Reefs and deserted coral cays.

TOURS

Immersive and Engaging

Private picnics in the Blue Mountains of NSW or sunrise hikes to the base
of Uluru are among the stretch-your-legs and fill-your-soul extras that tour
company Addicted to Australia might weave into a curated itinerary. Their
mission is to encourage Australians to discover the behind-the-scenes se-
crets of their own backyard, with luxury and authenticity at the core of
every journey. All the better if that’s by means of traditional smoking cer-
emonies and cultural talks and walks with Aboriginal elders or a private
visit to a Hawkesbury oyster farm for oyster and Champagne sampling.

Best of the Barossa

Coast & Co, known for its Barossa e-bike tours, four-wheel-drive adven-
tures, and private air safaris, also organises one of Australia’s most over-
the-top wine tours. Guests are collected from their accommodation in a
beautifully appointed Land Rover Discovery and spend the day indulg-
ing in extraordinary experiences, such as a private tasting of Henschke’s
iconic $865 Hill of Grace shiraz.

Rangaroo Island, Customised

It’s one thing join a regular group wildlife tour and spot a kangaroo or
a koala. It’s another thing entirely to have Exceptional Kangaroo Island
tailor an experience to your interests, however specific. It could be help-
ing researchers collect data on local bird populations, recording endan-
gered nocturnal marsupials, or even having lunch or tracking echidnas
with Peggy Rismiller, the world’s foremost expert on echidnas.

(BLUE MOUNTAINS) MOLLYPIX/GETTY IMAGES



Close to home and quintessential: 5urf’s up in Queensland.

HOTELS, RESORTS, AND HOMES

Switch Off in the Outback

No two days are the same at Bullo River Station, a 12-suite retreat at the
centre of an almost 500,000-acre working cattle station in the North-
ern Territory. Take a four-wheel-drive nature tour, laze by the pool, or
plunge into the freshwater billabong Marlee’s Bath, named for former
owner and station manager Marlee Ranacher, who loved to cool off here
during muster time. Accommodations include all meals and beverages,
land-based touring, and a special Virtuoso gift.

Culture Cure

Brisbane’s buzzy South Bank - home to the Gallery of Modern Art and
the Queensland Performing Arts Centre - is one of the country’s most
vibrant arts and theatre hubs, and the Emporium Hotel South Bank sits
right in the thick of it. There are 144 suites to choose from, with the
choice pick being the 786-square-metre, four-bedroom, three-bath-
room Parklands Suite, which includes its own private infinity pool. Ac-
commodations include breakfast daily and a bottomless Champagne
afternoon tea for two.

A Roof with a View

Great views stretch in all directions from inside the soaring The Ritz-
Carlton, Perth: the sweeping city skyline on one side and the mighty
Swan River on the other. All 205 of the hotel’s rooms and suites take full
advantage of the outlook, but the best place to sip sundowners in the
fading light of a dazzling Western Australian sunset is the open-air, roof-
top Songbird Bar & Lounge. Accommodations include breakfast daily
and a $140 hotel credit.

(QUEENSLAND) TOURISM AUSTRALIA
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Garden Getaway

United Places Botanic Gardens is a collection of 12 tranquil suites which
overlook the rooftops of South Yarra or the lush leafiness of Melbourne’s
Royal Botanic Gardens. Room service dinner from hatted neighbouring
restaurant Matilda (or another area restaurant), breakfast in bed the next
morning, and a sunshiny stroll through the gardens to the National Gal-
lery of Victoria make for a soul-soothing urban escape. Accommodations
include breakfast daily and a $100 in-suite neighbourhood dining credit.

Sustainably Elegant

Elysian Retreat, a ten-villa hideaway on Long lIsland in Queensland’s
Whitsundays, recently earned some impressive sustainability stripes, in-
cluding Advanced Ecotourism certification from Ecotourism Australia.
And a stay here is just as good for guests’ wellbeing as the planet’s:
Days are filled with gourmet meals, yoga, spa treatments, reef tourism,
or simply slowing down and breathing in the clean, salty air of the trop-
ics. Accommodations include breakfast daily and a $130 spa credit.

Embrace the Big Blue

The first detail travellers notice on the descent to Hayman lIsland, which
sits at the northernmost tip of the Whitsundays, are the layers of blue: the
turquoise-to-sapphire ombre of the ocean and then the agqua geomet-
ric shapes of the 15 pools - some shared, some private - at the 168-room
InterContinental Hayman Island Resort. And swimming is just the begin-
ning: There are five bars and restaurants, optional reef tours, and the Hay-
man Spa. Accommodations include breakfast daily and a $130 resort credit.

Run for the Hills

Piccadilly Valley views, gracious service, and Hardy’s Verandah restau-
rant have made the 31-suite Mount Lofty House one of the most cov-
eted addresses in the Adelaide Hills. The 14-suite, tree-hugged Sequoia
Lodge, which will be available for stays in July, will offer yet another lay-
er of luxury, with a private pool, artesian-spring-fed hot pools, a wildlife
sanctuary, and experiences centred around nature, wellness, and food.
Accommodations include breakfast daily and a $100 dining credit.

Get Centred in Adelaide

The South Australian capital is the gateway to Australia’s finest wine re-
gions: The Adelaide Hills are just outside the city limits and the Barossa
Valley’s just an hour-and-a-half drive away. But there’s a good reason
not to dash off too quickly; an extended stay at the charming 170-room
heritage Mayfair Hotel - especially if it includes dinner at the Mayflower
Restaurant and nightcaps at the Hennessy Rooftop Bar - turns Adelaide
into a destination all its own. Accommodations include breakfast daily and
a $130 hotel credit.

‘Wine, Dine, Unwind.

Barossa Valley lodge The Louise has long had a reputation for outstand-
ing food, even more so now that its high-end restaurant, Appellation,
has debuted a handsome face-lift. The lodge has also added a wellness
string to its bow: Guests can book private yoga or meditation sessions,
wellness coaching, and massages during a stay in any of the 15 gener-
ous suites. Accommodations include breakfast daily and a private tour and
winetasting at Yalumba Winery.

(THE LOUISE DISH) THOMAS SCHAEFER



Home Stays, Elevated

Luxico’s upscale home-stay properties are all screened to ensure they
meet exacting standards. Guests who like the feel of a private home
but want the “someone else can take care of everything” perks of a ho-
tel, can book a VIP upgrade that includes a butler, daily housekeeping,
and a fully stocked fridge at one of the top-of-the-range Ultra Villas,
such as modernist Prickly Rocks on the Mornington Peninsula, Vic, or
the oceanfront Twenty Six in Byron Bay, NSW. Accommodations include
a gourmet welcome hamper and a $250 credit towards in-home services.

Local Touches

The beauty of a stay at one of the three elegant private villas at river-
front escape The Frames in the Riverland region of South Australia is
that everything - from gourmet safaris to gondola cruises to booking
a private chef - is run by owners and third-generation locals Cathy and
Rick Edmonds, who are privy to all the region’s secrets and can tailor
an itinerary to any manner of interest. Accommodations include daily
breakfast provisions and a $130 hotel credit.

Harbour Stays and Dog Days

Historic architectural elements, modern design and amenities, and
some of the best harbour views in the city make Pier One Sydney Har-
bour an unforgettable Sydney stay. Guests can even bring a canine
friend. And while it’s unlikely pups will appreciate the chic humans-
only Hunter Lab amenities or the signature Archie Rose cocktails
served at Bar One, they’ll definitely be fans of the doggie room-service
menu and the chance to snuggle up in an eco-friendly dog bed. Ac-
commodations include breakfast daily and a $130 dining credit

New Sparlkle in Sydney

For years, Sydneysiders watched the sparkling blue tower rising from
its harbour foreshore. And when Crown Towers Sydney opened in late
2020, they quickly learned the interior was just as arresting. With 349
rooms and suites, some of the city’s best dining at Woodcut (and ten
other bars and restaurants), and a glittering infinity pool, it’'s a wel-
come addition to the city’s hotel scene. Accommodations include break-
fast daily and a $130 hotel credit.

(THE FRAMES) TOM ROSCHI, (CROWN TOWERS) JAMES D. MORGAN

(WINERY) MORNINGTON PENINSULA REGIONAL TOURISM,
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Gallery

WILD THING

NATURAL STYLE, IN BLACK AND WHITE.

)

Al

Zébre
Limited-edition screen print
on Somerset velvet

French-born, Barcelona-based Malika Favre likes to reimagine the ordinary. Her bold, minimal style makes clever use of
negative space and geometry — as well as humour and a touch of sexiness. She created this image of a familiar safari denizen
“as an ode to the perfection of nature itself,” she says. Prints available at shop.malikafavre.com. @ @malikafavre
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THE WORLD
AWAITS

VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISORS MAKE YOUR TRAVEL DREAMS REALITY.

VIRTUOSO

SPECIALISTS IN THE ART OF TRAVEL

Personal connections and access to a network of the world’s best travel companies give Virtuoso
travel advisors the power to deliver your dreams - customised just for you. And the peace of
mind that comes with knowing an expert has your back is more essential now than ever before.

Connect with a travel advisor at virtuoso.com.




P

VIRTUOSO

SPECIALISTS IN THE ART OF TRAVEL

Your trusted travel resource.

Virtuoso travel advisors customise each trip with extras and
perks, and act as your advocates every step of the way.

Connect with an advisor at virtuoso.com.

THE WORLD’S TOP TRAVEL AGENCIES AND ADVISORS ARE VIRTUOSO.
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